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revised accordingly, or subject to an agree-
ment with the cabin owners, a new appraisal
and fee determination may be conducted.

Cabin owners and the Secretary shall
share, in equal proportion, the payment of
all reasonable costs of any new appraisal or
peer review.

For annual cabin user fees capped by an in-
crease of $3,000, if the new appraisal or peer
review resulted in a cabin fee that is 90% or
more of the appraisal conducted on or after
September 30, 1995 but prior to the promulga-
tion of regulations under this Act, the Sec-
retary shall charge the cabin owner the un-
paid difference between those two appraised
cabin fees in three annual equal install-
ments.

In the absence of a request for a new ap-
praisal or peer review, the Secretary may
consider the base cabin user fee resulting
from the appraisal conducted after Sep-
tember 30, 1995, to be the base cabin user fee
in accordance with this Act.

————

WILDFIRES

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise to
acknowledge the efforts of the tens of
thousands of brave men and women
who have fought this year’s rash of
wildfires throughout the West. These
firefighters have weakened the men-
acing flames that have burned millions
of acres of western states, taking lives
and devouring farmland, forests and
homes. More than six and a half mil-
lion acres have been destroyed this
year. My home state of Idaho, with one
and a quarter million acres lost to the
flames, has been one of the most
harmed.

This fire season is the worst we have
faced in fifty years. It is clear that
without the help of the many people
who are fighting these fires, many in-
habited areas of the West could become
smoldering expanses of charred re-
mains. I offer my sincerest gratitude to
everyone participating in the effort to
combat the devastating fires. Their
work protecting lives, property and the
environment is appreciated by all west-
erners and is crucial to the western
economy.

Firefighters and fire support teams
have been deployed from a range of fed-
eral and municipal agencies including
county sheriffs departments, local vol-
unteer fire departments, tribes and
other local crews throughout the West
and the Forest Service, the Bureau of
Land Management, the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs, the National Park Serv-
ice, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration. Help has also
been enlisted from the National Guard
and battalions from the U.S. Army and
the U.S. Marine Corps as well as from
trained individuals from Canada, Mex-
ico, Australia and New Zealand. Most
of these efforts have been coordinated
out of the National Interagency Fire
Center, located in Boise, Idaho.

Battling fires is dangerous and ex-
hausting work. The air is warm,
smoke-filled and flecked with ash.
Most of the firefighter’s time is spent
building firelines, burning out areas,
moping up after fires and directly at-
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tacking fires. These tasks often entail
miles of walking, and hours of tough
manual labor, like scraping the ground,
chopping and digging, all while wearing
uncomfortable protective equipment.

The work is so demanding that some
firefighters still lose weight even
though they have consumed five or six
thousand calories a day. Sleep is often
inadequate and infrequent. Some teams
along the fire line have been known to
work 48-hour shifts before calling it a
day. Firefighters can almost count on
receiving blistered feet and bloodshot
eyes. Serious injuries and even death
are ever-present risks. This year, six-
teen people have suffered fire-related
fatalities.

Fire support teams also have been
working overtime as drivers, equip-
ment operators, paramedics, medical
staff, and trouble shooters. It is an
enormous management task just to
make sure that all of the firefighters
are fed and that they receive the equip-
ment, medical attention, and time to
sleep.

I commend all of the firefighters and
support teams for meeting the physical
and mental challenges with bravery
and steadfast determination. I know I
speak for all when I say that our
thoughts and prayers are for their safe-
ty and we are eager for them to return
to their normal lives.

The fire season is not yet over as
hundreds of fires blaze and threats of
more lightening storms that could
bring new fires loom. This is indeed a
difficult time, although we can take
peace of mind from the fact that
steady, well-trained hands are working
on our behalf to keep the towering
flames at bay. Right now, it is impor-
tant to be grateful for the hard work
that has been done to protect us and
hopeful for an end to the destruction.

——
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Monday,
September 11, 2000, the Federal debt
stood at $5,680,975,300,5611.24, five tril-
lion, six hundred eighty billion, nine
hundred seventy-five million, three
hundred thousand, five hundred eleven
dollars and twenty-four cents.

Five years ago, September 11, 1995,
the Federal debt stood at
$4,962,944,000,000, four trillion, nine
hundred sixty-two billion, nine hun-
dred forty-four million.

Ten years ago, September 11, 1990,
the Federal debt stood at
$3,231,889,000,000, three trillion, two
hundred thirty-one billion, eight hun-
dred eighty-nine million.

Fifteen years ago, September 11, 1985,
the Federal debt stood at
$1,823,101,000,000, one trillion, eight
hundred twenty-three billion, one hun-
dred one million.

Twenty-five years ago, September 11,
1975, the Federal debt stood at
$548,918,000,000, five hundred forty-eight
billion, nine hundred eighteen million,
which reflects a debt increase of more
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than $5 trillion—$5,132,057,300,511.24,
five trillion, one hundred thirty-two
billion, fifty-seven million, three hun-
dred thousand, five hundred eleven dol-
lars and twenty-four cents, during the
past 25 years.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

COMMENDING RUTHIE MATTHES
AND STACY DRAGILA

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend the remarkable ac-
complishments of Ruthie Matthes, an
Idaho native and a cross-country cy-
clist, and Stacy Dragila, an Idaho con-
stituent and pole vaulter.

At the United States Olympic Track
and Field trials in July, Stacy cleared
fifteen feet, two and a quarter inches,
which broke her personal record by a
half-inch and further solidified her
qualification to represent the United
States at the Sydney 2000 Olympic
Games.

Stacy, a native of Auburn, California,
graduated from Idaho State University
and currently resides in Pocatello in
my home state of Idaho. It is an honor
that she has chosen to live in Idaho
and continues to do a lot of her train-
ing in Idaho.

Stacy has won three of four national
championships since the pole vault be-
came an official event in 1997. She cur-
rently ranks as the defending world
champion and has broken her indoor
and outdoor world records a combined
eight times since August. All of her
competitions have been approached
with maximum effort and dedicated
preparation.

At the U.S. Track and Field Trials,
Stacy tried to break her record again,
attempting fifteen feet, five inches,
three times. She missed each of her
three tries, but ended the competition
encouraged and gratified nonetheless.
“It helps me to know that I can jump
under pressure,”’ she said. ‘“‘And it’s
nice to know that I'm attempting 15-5
and I still have things to work on.”

Ruthie Matthes was born in Sun Val-
ley, ID, and lived in mneighboring
Ketchum throughout most of her form-
ative years. She began cycling as part
of her training for alpine hill ski rac-
ing. Her decision to cycle full-time was
followed by great success.

Between 1990 and 1996, Ruthie took
home two bronze, two silver, and one
gold medal at the World Mountain Bike
Championships. She was also the Na-
tional Cross-Country champion from
1996-1998. Her off-road career now in-
cludes three consecutive national
cross-country titles.

Ruthie deserves as much praise for
her athletic prowess as she does for her
positive sports ethic. ‘“You have to
stay true to your heart,” says Matthes.
“Do your very best and enjoy it.
Whether you finish first, tenth or last,
all of it is an opportunity to learn
about yourself.”

These two women, and other devoted
athletes, serve as reminders that,
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